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Early Years Practice Policy
Policy Statement
Oly Angels Pre-school aim to ensure children are safe, happy, emotionally secure, and inspired to learn through high-quality early years practice.
✅ Objectives
· Children form secure attachments with their key person to feel safe and ready to learn.
· Parents are welcomed and inducted before children start.
· Children’s emotional wellbeing is prioritised during transitions and absences.
· Prime times of the day (e.g. mealtimes, arrivals, departures) are used to foster emotional connection and learning.
· British values, inclusion, and diversity are actively promoted.
· Positive behaviour management is embedded across the setting.
· The curriculum supports independence, emotional literacy, curiosity, and community belonging.
· Activities are child-led and adult-initiated, engaging all senses and developmental stages.
· The EYFS framework guides care and learning for all age groups.
· Admissions are fair, inclusive, and responsive to family needs.
· Funded places are offered in line with national and local codes of practice.
🛠️ Staff Implementation Guidance
1. Key Person Approach
👩‍👧 Assign each child a consistent key person. Build trust through daily interactions, emotional attunement, and responsive care.
📋 Record observations and share insights with parents regularly.
2. Settling-In & Absence Procedures
🕊️ Use gentle transitions with parent involvement.                                                                            
📞 Follow up promptly on prolonged absences and maintain emergency contact details as per EYFS 2025 updates, ’ See our Attendance Policy’
3. Curriculum & Learning
🎨 Plan a balance of child-led and adult-initiated activities.
🌍 Promote inquiry, sensory exploration, and emotional literacy.
📚 Use the EYFS framework to tailor learning to each child’s stage.
4. Behaviour Management
💬 Respond to behaviour with empathy and consistency.
🤝 Use restorative approaches and model respectful interactions.
5. Inclusion & Diversity
🌈 Celebrate cultural backgrounds and individual differences.
🧠 Identify and support SEND needs early, using the graduated approach.
🗣️ Ensure all children feel heard, valued, and represented.
6. Admissions & Accessibility
📣 Widely advertise services and ensure information is accessible.
📝 Operate a fair waiting list with clear criteria.
🤝 Work with the local authority to support families seeking work, training, or education.
👨‍👩‍👧 Parent-Friendly Summary
What Makes Holy Angels Pre-school special?
🌟 We help your child feel safe, happy, and excited to learn through warm relationships and playful learning.
Who Will Care for My Child?
👩‍🏫 Your child will have a dedicated key person who builds trust and supports their emotional wellbeing.
How Do You Support Learning?
🎨 We offer a mix of child-led and adult-guided activities that spark curiosity and build confidence.
What If My Child Struggles to Settle?
🕊️ We work closely with you to ease transitions and follow up if your child is absent.
How Do You Handle Behaviour?
💬 We use positive approaches that teach empathy, respect, and problem-solving. See our ‘Positive Trauma Informed Behaviour Policy’
Can We Access Funded Places?
💷 Yes! We offer funded places for eligible 2-, 3-, and 4-year-olds in line with national guidance.
📚 Legal Requirements & Guidance
Statutory Frameworks & Legislation
· Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) Statutory Framework (2025)
· Ofsted Early Years Inspection Toolkit (2025)
· Equality Act 2010
· Childcare Act 2006
· Special Educational Needs and Disability Act 2001
· SEND Code of Practice (DfE 2014)
Further Guidance
· EYFS Framework Updates – Help for Early Years Providers
· Ofsted Inspection Toolkit – GOV.UK
· Early Years Qualification Requirements and Standards (2025)
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