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Environmental Sustainability Policy 2025
 Policy Statement
At Holy Angels Pre-School, we are committed to nurturing a culture of environmental responsibility. We aim to embed sustainable practices across our provision and inspire children to care deeply for the world around them—living and non-living. This policy supports the EYFS 2025 Framework and Ofsted’s Education Inspection Framework, and contributes to the Department for Education’s Sustainability and Climate Change Strategy.
Aims and Objectives
We aim to:
· Minimise our environmental impact through sustainable operations
· Educate children about nature and sustainability
· Engage staff, families, and the community in eco-conscious practices
· Appoint a Sustainability Lead and implement a Climate Action Plan
· Monitor and review our sustainability efforts annually
🛠️ Staff Implementation Guidance
Staff should:
· Model sustainable behaviours daily
· Integrate environmental themes into play and learning
· Use natural materials and reduce single-use items
· Encourage children’s curiosity about nature
· Participate in training and suggest improvements
· Collaborate with families on eco-initiatives
🌱 Operational Sustainability Practices
📚 Curriculum and Learning
· Embed sustainability in everyday activities: recycling, gardening, nature walks
· Promote care for living things through EYFS “Understanding the World”
· Use seasonal changes and lifecycles to explore nature
💡 Energy and Resources
· Turn off unused lights and appliances
· Use LED lighting and unplug equipment daily
· Minimise paper use and increase digital communication
· Choose durable, reusable, and eco-friendly materials
♻️ Waste and Recycling
· Implement labelled recycling bins for staff and children
· Reuse materials for creative activities
· Encourage families to recycle at home and in the setting
· Monitor waste and set reduction targets
🍎 Food and Catering
· Promote healthy, seasonal, and locally sourced food
· Compost food waste and use it in the garden
· Involve children in growing and preparing food
🚿 Water Conservation
· Fix leaks promptly and turn off taps
· Use water butts and recycle water from play
· Teach children about water-saving habits
🛒 Sustainable Procurement
· Shop locally to reduce transport emissions
· Choose suppliers with strong environmental credentials
· Use eco-friendly cleaning and art supplies
🌳 Outdoor Learning and Biodiversity
· Maintain green spaces and encourage wildlife
· Use outdoor areas for seasonal and sensory exploration
· Support biodiversity with bug hotels, bird feeders, and nature walks
🚶 Transport and Travel
· Encourage walking, cycling, car sharing, and public transport
· Promote safe and sustainable travel to and from pre-school
🌡️ Climate Change and Global Impact
· Assess and reduce our environmental footprint
· Set annual sustainability targets
· Stay informed on best practices and innovations
👥 Roles and Responsibilities
Management Team
· Review and resource the policy
· Set and monitor environmental targets
· Communicate commitments to stakeholders
Sustainability Lead (by 2025)
· Develop and oversee the Climate Action Plan
All Staff
· Model and embed sustainable behaviours
· Support children’s learning and reduce waste
Children
· Learn through play and daily activities
· Develop lifelong eco-friendly habits
Parents/Carers
· Reinforce sustainable practices at home
· Participate in environmental projects
🔍 Monitoring and Review
· Annual review of policy and practices
· Progress shared with staff and families
· Feedback gathered to inform improvements
· Updates based on new research and guidance
🤝 Partnership Working
· Collaborate with local environmental organisations
· Share learning with other early years settings
· Invite experts and engage in community projects
📎 Links to Other Policies
· Health and Safety
· Curriculum
· Food and Nutrition
· Outdoor Learning
👨‍👩‍👧 Parent-Friendly Summary
🌿 What We’re Doing
We’re teaching children to care for the planet through fun, hands-on activities like gardening, recycling, and nature walks. We reduce waste, save energy, and use eco-friendly materials wherever possible.
🧒 How It Helps Your Child
Your child will learn about the natural world, develop respect for living things, and build habits that support a healthy planet.
🏡 How You Can Help
· Recycle at home
· Walk or cycle to pre-school
· Join our eco-projects and share ideas
📅 What’s Next
We’ll continue improving our practices and share updates with you regularly. Together, we’re building a greener future for our children.
🧾 Legal Requirements and Guidelines
· Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) Framework 2024
· Ofsted Education Inspection Framework
· Environmental Protection Act 1990
· Climate Change Act 2008
· Waste Regulation 2011
· UN Sustainable Development Goals
· DfE Sustainability and Climate Change Strategy
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